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6th Annual National Healthcare Decisions Day - April 16th 2013 

 

The Idaho Quality of Life Coalition (the state Coalition for Hospice, Palliative Care and Advance Planning) 

is promoting a grassroots campaign to highlight the importance of advance healthcare decision-

making—an effort that has culminated in the formal designation of April 16 as National Healthcare 

Decisions Day (NHDD). Talking about end-of-life wishes is an important conversation to have, but it is 

often put off far too long. The Coalition provides information and tools for the public to talk about their 

wishes with family, friends and healthcare providers, and execute written advance directives (healthcare 

power of attorney and living will) in accordance with Idaho state laws. As an added incentive to have 

these conversations and complete advance directives, the Coalition is holding a $1,500 cash-prize raffle 

for everyone who files their advance directives with the Idaho Secretary of State’s Health Care Directive 

Registry between April 16 and June 30, 2013.  This is the second year for the raffle. 

 

According to a statewide survey, 98% of Idahoans have heard of living wills for end-of-life healthcare 

preferences, but only 35% have completed one and far fewer register them with the state directory 

making them much harder to locate in a crisis.  (2006, Center For the Study of Aging, Boise State 

University).  Every adult should have a living will and durable power of attorney to express their 

healthcare wishes in a crisis.  We are all one accident or sudden serious illness away from needing these 

forms.  By completing them before a crisis, you can be sure your wishes are followed and that a 

tremendous burden is lifted from your loved ones.  These forms do not require an attorney, and they 

are free and easy to complete.  You can access these forms and the registry on the Coalition’s website: 

www.IDQOL.org. 

 

National Healthcare Decisions Day exists to inspire, educate & empower the public & providers about 

the importance of advance care planning. National Healthcare Decisions Day is an initiative to encourage 

patients to express their wishes regarding healthcare and for providers and facilities to respect those 

wishes, whatever they may be. 

 

“As a result of National Healthcare Decisions Day and the Choices Raffle, many more people in our 

community, and in the state of Idaho, can be expected to have thoughtful conversations about their 

healthcare decisions.  When they complete their advance directives to make their wishes known,” said 

Casey Corbin, Coalition Director, “fewer families and healthcare providers will have to struggle with 

making difficult healthcare decisions in the absence of guidance from the patient.  Healthcare providers 

and facilities will be better equipped to address advance healthcare planning issues before a crisis and 

be better able to honor patient wishes when the time comes to do so.”  

 

http://www.idqol.org/


For more information contact Casey Corbin at 208-841-1862.  For information about the Idaho Health 

Care Directive Registry you can also contact Miren Artiach, Deputy Secretary of State, at (208) 334-

2300. 

The Idaho Quality of Life Coalition is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
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With regards, 
Casey Corbin, Director 
Idaho Quality of Life Coalition 
(208) 841-1862 
info@idqol.org 
IDQOL's mission is to work collaboratively with our partners in providing education, tools and resources 

to promote quality of life through Advance Planning, Hospice and Palliative Care. 
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